Class rings show students' individual
interests and activities
One of a Kind
by Kelli Ruggie
Gone are the days when
only one style of a class
ring was offered to the
students. Today students create,
or design, their own class ring.
The creation of a class ring in-
volved a number of steps. First,
the students had to decide on
style. It ranged from traditional
to contemporary. Signet rings
were also available, and there
was even a collection of rings de-
signed specifically for girls.
Next, the student had to de-
cide on the type of metal he de-
sired. The type of metal varied
from 10 Karat to 14 Karat white,
yellow, or green gold.  For the
more budget conscious, a ring
was also available that had the
look and feel of white gold. They
also were created in a two-tone
effect or a silver alloy of the plati-
num family.
There was a seemingly endless
selection of stones and stone
decorations. Birth stones, favor-
ite color, or the colors of the
school were a few of the choices
to further personalize one's ring.
Then came the stone decora-
tion. It could be an initial number,
school monogram, zodiac sign or
other engraving. Sometimes the
side of the ring known as the
shank further individualized the
ring with an emblem. Interests
such as sports, academics, clubs,
or class pride were displayed on
the shank.
The final decision was the se-
lection of engraving and the
ring's "palm side." The engraving
choices ranged from initials to a
full name or signature in script or
block. The "palm side" or bot-
tom of the ring could either be
smooth and sleek or a contrast to
the surface.
Many choices and decisions
made up a class ring. Each was
an expression of the personality
of the student and represented
his individual achievements. ?
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